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June  2019 
 
Analysis of my topic options 
1 Tribes – are they now really just tourist attractions
2 Animals in captivity – are they really a part of a worldwide programme for protective breeding or are they exploited?
3 Disability and the mental and physical barriers
4 landfill – what is underneath. Why are the companies so secretive?
5 care in the community – what does it really mean?
6 Homelessness 
7 My cancer treatment
8 Coastal Erosion

10 June
Discussion with Robert Enoch, Tutor, Contextual Studies
25 June
Discussion with Andy Hughes, Tutor, Body of Work

27 July 
Decided on Coastal Erosion in Norfolk

Contacted Norwich City Council
Contacted Gt Yarmouth Town Council
Contacted Cromer Town Council
Contacted Hunstanton Town Council

Worrying that the service levels for all of these are rated as abysmal! Nevertheless, I got a name –
Darren Barker who pointed me towards Brian Farrow at North Norfolk District Council (NNDC).

11 Aug
Trip to Weybourne and Kelling Hard to photograph the cliff erosion and the beach
recovery work.

12 Aug 
BBC Look East Inside Out. David Whitely programme on erosion in Norfolk and why UK does little to
protect coastal communities whereas Holland spends €400m p.a. on its sea defences and plans to do so through to 2050. "The Dutch don't understand why we don't protect our citizens" 
Sandscaping at Bacton (which is 5 miles from Happisburgh) will give 15-20 years protection to the gas terminal and the village.

Sept
Decided to focus on Happisburgh as my project


Oct 9
First phone contact with Brian Farrow, Coastal Engineer, North Norfolk District Council (NNDC). Very positive feedback and linked me to Malcolm Kerby of Coastal Concern Action Group (CCAG) who is a Happisburgh resident.

October 10 – 15
Messaged Happisburgh Parish Councillors and had positive exchange with Denise Burke and we will meet
Messaged local vicar of Grade I listed, St. Mary's church, Catherine Dobson – not interested and unhelpful.
Messaged Malcom Kerby – very positive and we will meet in a week or so
Messaged Tim Bristow, East Anglian Daily News – a waste of time
Messaged Mike Page, ariel photographer of Happisburgh erosion over last 15 years. He kindly agreed to allow me to use his images providing I credit him.

11 Nov
Happisburgh meetings – separate as Denise and Malcolm "do not see eye to eye".
Denise and husband Stephen bought their Grade II listed cottage in 2010 when the erosion was not a major issue and the Shoreline Management Plans were in place. They were sure that the area was protected and that the house was safe "until the next century".The storms of 2013 caused massive cliff falls which created a double whammy to Denise and Stephen. The field between them and the sea lost about 50mtrs of cliff and many of the caravans in the site situated there were in danger falling into the sea.  The erosion accelerated and the caravan park was relocated. Furthermore, the cliffs below are designated as a Site of Special scientific Interest (SSSI) and cannot be protected.
Denise gave me a lead to Bryony Neirop-Reading who lives close to the cliff edge, as someone I must talk to.

Malcolm Kerby is the driver of the Pathfinder scheme that secured funding for residents whose properties in Beach Road were to be demolished as the cliffs were rapidly crumbling.  He organised for both of us to meet Brian Farrow and agreed to me setting an agenda. 
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14 Nov
Saw cottage for sale next to Bryony and Nichola £190,000 – cash only as no mortgage available. Only bought a year ago. According to Nichola, couple realised it was a mistake. Sold it for £90,000. Couple divorced.
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21 Nov
Natural England    Lucy Hatcher email
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26 Nov
Meet Malcom and Brian in Happisburgh carpark. Brian great help and answers most of my questions –
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Brian also introduces me to Dr Alan Brampton, Principle Coastal Engineer for H R Wallingford.  
26 Nov
Meet Bryony Neirop-Reading, known locally as "Queen Canute" as she lost her house in Beach Road in 2013 and then moved into another in Beach Road that is under threat. Her story included in BoW and CS final paper.

3 Dec
Contact Alan Brampton
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3 Dec

Passed to Emma Quick at Natural England who recommends key person Andrew Millar
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13 Dec
Telephone meet with Andrew Millar  Natural England.
12 years as Senior Advisor in Coastal Management, Wash to Thames.
"It's all down to funding and if you protect one community others will suffer further down the shoreline drift and Gt Yarmouth cannot be compromised"
"Adaption is the only answer in moving the community but whole argument lost in corridors of government".
NNDC has represented the community well although many do not agree. They can only do so much without funding"
"Malcolm Kerby has brought a level of pragmatism to the situation although he is seen as "marmite".  
He then makes a strange statement – "The beach now seems stable as sand martins are nesting in the cliffs". Clearly. No interest in the human community.












Dec 28
Visit with drone to capture differing and more dynamic images particularly those properties at risk especially Sue Haywards bungalow Seashell
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Feb 18 & 19 2020 

Meeting community members
18th
Malcolm Kerby  11am 
Bryony  1 pm
19th
Denise and Stephen Burke 12pm
Sue and Colin Stockton  2pm


Byony introduces me to next door neighbour, Nichola 
All stories in BoW and CS papers








20 Feb
Visit Bacton, 5 miles north of Happisburgh to observe sandscaping
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Hemsby, 5 miles south of Happisburgh so observe advanced erosion
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March – Aug       Lockdown

12 Aug 
Eureka Visit to Happisburgh to meet all the affected residents who are engaging with me. Great reception from all parties as well as a new (to the study) resident Sue whose bungalow is the most at risk and due for demolition. Rephotograph locals "in situ".
Oct 30
Revisit as break in lockdown
See Bryony building a large shed in rear of her garden. Her mood is somewhat sombre as the relative calm experienced over the last 9 months or so replaced by a major cliff fall including the ramp to the beach and she is aware that the small field she owns next to the ramp is in great danger of following the ramp. All the equipment she keeps in the field is being transferred to the new shed but a caravan will have to be disposed of as she has no room for it behind her property.

Light excellent so spend most of day on cliffs / beach – erosion along the cliff is worse I have seen since starting project. 
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From: Alan

Sent: 03 December 2019 14:17

To: a.brampton@hrwallingford.com
Subject: Brian Farrow and Happisburgh

Alan

I'am conducting a photo documentary on the cliff erosion at Happisburgh and Coastal Engineer,
Brian farrow introduced me to your work which | would like to include in my research — with your
permission.

!am particularly interested in what Brian describes as the relationship between the rise in sea levels
and the increase in wave height.

Can you direct me to any papers that cover this area and €an you confirm that — with obvious credits
—that I can quote your work in this area please?

Happy to chat anytime
07768 961783

Alan D Horn MBA Bsc

Sent from Mall for Windows 10
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Hello Alan

Your enquiry has been passed to me, apologies it has been round the houses a bit. I'm one of the
Senior Advisers in NE with in East Anglia, and among other things | specialise in coastal management,
I'm very familiar with Happisburgh and the issues there. I'm happy to talk with you about the 4
questions in your original email. Might be better a phone chat than pinging emails back and
forward?

Andy Millar
07771501015
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Happisburgh Topics
Cost / Benefit analysis

Hold the Line / Let it go

The Shoreline Plans

Pathfinder ~ s there a secondary fund?

Defences / Buffer zone

Vattenfall

Existing homes - values

New Homes

Community differences of opinion / local politics — {44
Sea levels/global warming

Bacton - Is the seascaping working?
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Lucy

Iam undertaking a documentary on the coastal erosion of Happisburgh Cliffs in North East Norfolk —
which was subject to a geological SSSI in 1985.

Can you help me to locate the following information please-

1 What were the reasons for granting the SSSI?

2 Why can't the cliffs be protected from erosion?

3 What benefits are there in allowing the cliffs to erode?

4 What can / is being done to compensate people whose homes are at risk?

Your help would be appreciated.
Regards
Alan D Horn MBA BSc
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Cost / Benefit analysis
A cost-benefit analysis (CBA) is the process used

to measure the benefits of a decision or taking action
minus the costs associated with taking that action. A
CBA involves measurable financial metrics such as.
revenue earned or costs saved as a result of the decision
to pursue a project.

Hold the Line / Let it go
Means to continue to defend a coast as opposed to not defend.

The Shoreline Plans
A Shoreline Management Plan is a non-statutory document
that provides a broad assessment of the long-term risks
associated with coastal processes. It offers guidance to
coastal engineers and managers to identify and recommend
strategic and sustainable coastal defence policy options
for particular lengths of coast to reduce these risks to people,
the developed and natural environments. SMPs are an
important part of the Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs (Defra) strategy for flood and coastal defence.
They must take account of existing planning initatives and
legilative requirements and use the best present knowledge
on the possible effects of climate change and sea level rise.
The plan should inform, and be supported by, the statutory.
planning process. The coastline is sub-ivided into Policy Units,
based on natural sediment movements and coastal processes,
rather than administrative boundaries. The management policies
are defined by Defraand are:  Hold the line

Advance the fine

Managed realignment

No active intervention

Pathfinder - s there a secondary fund?
This was a one off attempt to try to find ways to implement
‘adaptation’ ~Le. to remove defences and help the community
adapt to coastal change by implementing in some cases
experimental polices,

Defences / Buffer zone
Defences - usually refers to solid structures. A ‘Buffer zone’
Would usually refer to the area between the at risk property
where a temporary defence is constructed ie  buffer zone

to protect the property

s the name of the project to bring another major power line
‘ashore from an offshore windfarm and all of the issues that
80 with the land take (100 metre wide corridor) as well as
how to do the inshore/foreshore connection.

Existing homes - values
Willreflect the coastal erosion risk to the property. The SMP
(actually) shows three lines of predicted erosion zones of
20, 50 & 100 year time frames based on a 2004/6 study date

If your property i outside those zones it will not affect the
value If your property is within either of the three zones its
value will reflect the risk’ to the property. The closer to the.
cliff the higher the risk.

New Homes
27

Community differences of opinion / local politics
There will be a myriad of different ideas about how best to
resolve these issues of coastal recession. About the only thing
locals would all agree on i the need to do something. The further
inland you go- the less sympathetic the communities become.

Sea levels/global warming
i happening; but until America and China come on board |
cannot see much happening to combat it.

Bacton - Is the seascaping working?
Yes, Ves, yes. Anything that adds 3 metres to your inshore
beach and extends the low water mark accordingly, reduces
ey 2ction, removes the realit of ocal flooding accordingly
2nd s designed to ast 15 to 20 years has got to be good.

Enjoy.

Brian




